come to grips in some general European dog-fight when every-
body is at it and you can't tell where one dog begins and the
other leaves off.

The one question that nobody has ever been able to answer
for me yet is, how could Russia give Czechoslovakia the help
she has promised her if she were attacked? They have no
common frontier and Russia is not stupid enough, for all the
mutual aid pacts in the world, to divest her own frontiers of
troops in order to defend other people's, even if that did not
mean marching them through intervening States and auto-
matically making enemies of the Poles or Rumanians. Her
assistance, therefore, would be limited to a few aeroplanes, and
you can estimate how much that would help Czechoslovakia by
looking at the plight of the Madrid Government in Spain.

I wonder what would actually happen if Germany were
one day to intervene in Czechoslovakia, on the Spanish model.

England, by all the portents, would ward off the appeals of
France to join hands against aggression with the words Tor
God's sake, let's form a committee', and then some phrase
would be invented like 'non-intervention' or 'non-active dis-
approbation of aggression9, and by one device or another the
committee would be kept going until Czechoslovakia was no
more and Germany was in possession, a moment for which the
committee would in private fervently pray, and then an English
statesman would get up and say it was unfortunately clear that
the policy of non-active disapprobation of aggression, though the
only possible and right and proper policy, had failed, and facts
are facts, and it is midsummer madness not to take account of
them, and the House rose at seven minutes after nine o'clock.

Meanwhile Czechoslovakia is a pleasant country to visit and
I commend it, particularly to you who took seriously all that
stuff during the war about fighting for democracy and the right
of small nations to live their own lives. The Czechoslovaks have
accomplished wonders in twenty years, to my mind. They had
to build a state out of a scrap-heap of old iron and they have
built a very creditable one. They are working hard, plodding